
NARFE Chapter 1162 Meeting, December  13, 2016

Minutes November 22nd – Copies available at today’s meeting, also posted on chapter website. 

Treasurer’s Report – See attached report
Balance on Hand - $ 6,107.43

      Need two individuals to audit the books) – Contact Louise if you are willing to help with audit.  Only takes about ½ hour, 
can do before a chapter meeting.

Alzheimer’s –  We will be looking for an Alzheimer’s Chairperson for this year.  Once a new chairperson has been determined, 
details will be published in a chapter newsletter as to the contact information for the new chairperson.

Legislative News – Louis Bornman - 1st Vice-President, Legislative Chair 

Monthly Legislative Update for NARFE Chapters – December:
        House Passes Continuing Resolution; Senate Fate Uncertain

With funding from the previous continuing resolution (CR) ending on December 9, the House of Representatives passed another CR to 
keep the government funded through April 28, 2017. The CR set the spending level at an annualized rate of $1.070 trillion, in line with 
last year’s Bipartisan Budget Act. 

The CR included language to ease the legal exception needed to confirm retired Marine Corps Gen. James Mattis, President-elect 
Trump’s pick for defense secretary. It also included $170 million for communities impacted by contaminated drinking water, contingent 
on the passage of a separate water bill.

The CR passed the House 326-96 and moved to the Senate, where a debate regarding the health benefits fund for retired coal miners 
continues as of this writing. Several senators objected to the short-term nature of the extension of health care benefits for 16,000 coal 
miners. The CR would provide the benefits through the length of the bill, but some Democrats are insisting on a longer term solution.

The current CR expires at midnight today (Friday, December 9). It is uncertain at this point what action the Senate will take to avoid a 
government shutdown.

Medicare ‘Hold Harmless’ Bill Falls Short

Legislation to prevent a disproportionately large increase in the 2017 Medicare Part B premiums for those not held harmless failed to 
receive further congressional action.  H.R. 6428, introduced by Rep. Dina Titus, D-NV, would have limited the Medicare Part B 
premium increase to $4 for those not held harmless and not subject to higher premiums due to higher incomes.

Thank you to all of those who wrote letters, called their legislators and advocated for H.R. 6428. Your voices, combined with NARFE’s 
efforts on Capitol Hill, were integral to getting this legislation introduced. NARFE will continue to fight in the next Congress for a 
permanent fix to the unfair situation created by the hold harmless provision.

NARFE-PAC

 During the 2015-2016 election cycle, NARFE-PAC disbursed $674,500 to 216 congressional candidates. Of those candidates:
193 won, 17 lost, one race is still undecided, one retired, one died, one dropped out and two decided to run for another office 
after the NARFE-PAC contribution was made.

 NARFE-PAC contributed an additional $140,000 to party committees this cycle.

+



Combined with contributions to candidates, NARFE-PAC disbursed $814,500. This is almost 85 percent more than was 
disbursed last cycle.

 NARFE members contributed more than $1.4 million to NARFE-PAC during this election cycle, a 54 percent increase. Thank 
you to all those who contributed!

 NARFE-PAC sent more than 85 different NARFE members to 65 in-district fundraisers, more than double what was attended 
last cycle. NARFE officers and legislative staff also attended more fundraisers in Washington, DC, this cycle than previous 
ones, which helped strengthen relationships with congressional allies.

 November’s legislative webinar provided a detailed recap of the election and an evaluation of NARFE-PAC’s impact 
on congressional races. 

OPM Data Breach Update

   Federal employees and retirees who were affected by the first-announced cyberattack on federal personnel records (announced 
June 4, 2015) at the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) and who signed up for credit monitoring with Winvale/CSID must now re-
enroll with another company, ID EXPERTS, to continue to receive monitoring services. OPM’s contract with Winvale/CSID will expire 
December 1.
    ID EXPERTS is the credit monitoring/identity theft contractor offering services for those individuals affected by the second-
announced (July 9, 2015) cyberattack – the breach of OPM’s background/security clearance records. Individuals who are already 
enrolled with ID EXPERTS will not need to take any action.
    OPM is notifying by letter those individuals who must re-enroll by letter. More information can be found on OPM’s website

OPM Creates More Opportunities for Feds to Support Community Charities

   On October 13, President Obama issued an Executive Ordermaking two changes to the Combined Federal Campaign 
(CFC) program.
    Starting in September 2017, federal retirees will be able to donate to the CFC through monthly payments from their 
annuities.
    The hours federal employees spend volunteering with charitable organizations also will count toward CFC goals.  More 
information on the CFC and how to contribute is available here

Remember, the Federal Employee Education and Assistance Fund (FEEA), the only non-profit organization devoted solely
to helping civilian federal and postal employees, is a registered charity under the CFC.

Congressman Kevin Yoder’s office is located at: 7325 W 79th Street, Overland Park, KS 66204, Phone: 913-621-0832.
Senator Pat Roberts’ office is located at: 11900 College Boulevard, Suite 203, Overland Park, KS 66210.  Phone:  913-
451-9343.
Senator Jerry Moran’s office is located at: 23600 College Blvd, Suite 201, Olathe, KS 66061.  Phone:  913-393-0711.

NARFE – PAC -  Eddie Acosta, Chairperson -  With the coming in of the new administration there is even more reason
for NARFE to develop allies with which to work.  The Trump administration has proposed a federal workforce hiring 
freeze which affects the Kansas/Missouri area, changes will be in store for Medicaid and Social Security, parts of the 
federal government have been proposed for privatization which will affect negatively the federal sector.  Telling you 
these things are meant to stress the importance for the continued involvement of NARFE-PAC and your support of it.

Also, plans are on track for Jessica Klements, NARFE HQ Legislative Affairs, as well as some PSAs encouraging listeners of 
KKFI, 90.1 FM, to join NARFE.

Announcements: 
We will not have a January chapter meeting and do not anticipate issuing a January newsletter.

 Next meeting is Tuesday February 28  th   1:30 p.m. at the Overland Park Lutheran Church. We will once again follow 
Shawnee Mission School District relative to weather cancellations. If Shawnee Mission Schools cancel classes due to 
inclement weather, then NARFE Chapter is canceled as well. 

http://www.feea.org/
https://www.opm.gov/combined-federal-campaign/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/10/13/executive-order-charitable-fundraising
https://www.opm.gov/cybersecurity/personnel-records/

