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President’s News - Louise Lloyd
With the month of February now behind us, I know most of you and myself included are really looking forward to Spring and

warmer weather.  For our first Spring chapter meeting on March 25th we will have a luncheon meeting at Pegah’s Restau-
rant,11005 Johnson Drive beginning at Noon. Pegah’s is just east of the corner of Johnson Drive and Nieman. Members can
order off the menu and no prior reservation is required. The pricing is reasonable and the food is good, so I hope many of you will
consider joining us.  For our program Ronald Garrett, Health Administration Section Chief from the Kansas City VA Medical Cen-
ter will talk about what’s going on at the VA Medical Center, including services provided. Information provided will include Federal
Benefits available to Veterans, Dependents and Survivors.

On February 24th, NARFE Headquarters sent an e-mail announcing that the Future of NARFE Committee had completed
their report and recommendations and submitted to the NARFE Executive Board.  The report is available for review on the
NARFE website, www.narfe.org, and is certainly worth reading as it does propose some significant changes. The report was to
be under review by the NARFE Executive board during the week of Februrary 24 th.  The report is quite interesting as it does pro-
vide some interesting comparison of NARFE’s structure and operations to several other organizations, which was quite enlighten-
ing. I encourage you to read the report as some of the proposals will be voted on at the August National Convention.

It is once again time for annual Kansas Federation Convention, to be held April 27 th-29th in Manhattan, Kansas. Our chapter is
allotted over 20 voting delegates. If you are interested in attending and participating in the convention, please contact Ginny
Glauser  (913)-492-8356 or gglauser@kc.rr.com. as she has the registration packets and forms.  The registration fee is $20.00.
Our chapter has budgeted some funds to reimburse this fee for those who attend as delegates for the convention.
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Future Meeting Dates/Activities:
March 25th - Chapter Meeting/Luncheon, Noon – Pegah’s Restaurant, 11005 Johnson Drive. From I-35 take
Shawnee Mission Pkwy West exit as Johnson Drive exit blocked with construction going west from I-35.  From Shaw-
nee Mission Parkway go west to Nieman, and then go north on Nieman to Johnson Drive, then east (left) on Johnson
Drive. Pegah’s is on south side.  There is parking on east side of building and behind the building. Program: Ron
Garrett: Health Administration Section Chief, Kansas City VA Medical Center.
April 22nd - Chapter Meeting, 1:30 p.m. – Overland Park Lutheran Church, 79th and Lowell, Program:
Dr. Anthony Evans, DC: Topic: Improving your Balance and things you can do to possibly prevent needing hip or

knee replacements.
April 27th-29th - NARFE Kansas Federation Convention, Four Points by Sheraton Hotel in Manhattan, Kansas.
May 27th – Chapter meeting, 1:30 p.m. Overland Park Lutheran Church, Program: Speaker World War I Museum.
Note: A chapter monthly meeting will be canceled if Shawnee Mission School District cancels classes due to inclement weather.

In Memoriam

Helen Domann

Welcome New Members!

Theresa Mahan
Sarjapur Nagarajan
Satya Nagarajan

Alzheimer’s News– Judy Lukas Arnold, Alzheimer’s Chairperson
There are 3 major issues to communicate to you this month.

LEGISLATIVE:  I am sure you heard about the February 26 U.S. Senate hearings for increased financial support for Alzhei-
mer's research.  Former U.S. Representative Dennis Moore and popular actor Seth Rogen testified about the devastating and
heartbreaking toll Alzheimer's takes on American families.  Dennis has the disease himself and Seth's mother-in-law has it.
Congressman Moore said “Alzheimer’s is a bipartisan issue, and I urge my former colleagues to unite behind it, allotting the
necessary resources to fight a public health crisis that millions of families just like mine are facing.”  Now, we can answer the
call to action and urge our Congressional representatives to help our nation better address this cause.

STATE FEDERATION FUNDRAISER: Once again, we are readying our chapter for our state's biggest fundraiser of the year.
Being held in Manhattan in April, we will have to be more organized in our collections and preparations this year, in order to
manage transportation of our donations.  (Thankfully, Eddie and Marge Acosta gave away their elliptical machine last year!)  I
will remind you that we will gratefully accept donations to be valued at no less than $5.  Any solicitations of vendors need to be
for items that can be used anywhere across the state.  I can accept items brought to the March and April meetings.  Otherwise,
you may deliver things to my home at 11605 W. 60th Place, Shawnee, 66203, but please call in advance at 913-962-7502, so
that I am available to accept donations.  Also, I ask that anyone attending the Federation meeting sign up to help us with the
Alzheimer's booth.  And, if you are going to the state meeting, remember that there are some great “prizes” to be bid upon, but
there are no credit card capabilities, so come with cash or checks!

PERSONAL AWARENESS: NARFE has an ongoing partnership with the national Alzheimer's Association.  As a result, there
is now a monthly online newsletter that is devoted entirely to news about Alzheimer's, including tools, such as Caregiver Stress
Checks.  Although I am more than happy to share tidbits here and at our meetings, you can register to receive your own copy
at: www.alz.org/join_the_cause_narfe_email.asp.  The 24/7 Helpline listed is: 1-800-272-3900.  We also continue to publicize
news, such as this, upon our local website, thanks to Jerry Lloyd, our new Webmaster. Additionally, I continue to read how
important diet and exercise are to combating the development of Alzheimer's.  For what it's worth, it has been suggested that
taking Vitamin E and eliminating gluten intake will stave off development of the disease. I welcome your feedback as to how
helpful you find any of this information.

Sunshine Committee:
Contact Don Faidley if you
know of any members who
may be sick.
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Contact Information:
Senator Jerry Moran – jerry_moran@moran/senate.gov; Olathe, KS office telephone
913-393-0711. D.C. Office: 202-224-6521. Signup for newsletter: www.moran.senate.gov
Senator Pat Roberts – pat_roberts@roberts.senate.gov; Overland Park Office: 913-451-9343.
D.C. Office: 202-224-4774. Signup for newsletter: www.roberts.senate.gov
Congressman Kevin Yoder – Overland Park, KS telephone: 913-621-0832, Washington D.C.
telephone: 202-225-2865. Signup for newsletter: www.yoder.house.gov

NARFE’s Legislative Hotline is available to telephone callers (703)-838-7780 and toll free at
1-877-217-8234. It’s also posted on the Internet at www.narfe.org.

Legislative News – Louis Bornman, 1st Vice-President, Legislative Chair
On the legislative front the biggest things being considered right now are

Postal Reform, the CPI change has been removed from the President’s 2015
budget proposal, and all of the candidates are starting to campaign for the
elections.  The problem with Postal Reform is that the Postmaster General
wants to take all postal employees out of the FEHBP and have a separate
group just for postal employees.  NARFE does not support this plan.

For the coming National Elections the candidates for KS 3rd District
Representative are: Incumbent Congressman Kevin Yoder (Republican),
and Democratic Party candidates; Kelly Kultala - Ex-State Senator, Ex-
Kansas City Commissioner, 2010 Lieutenant Governor Nominee; and Retired
Electrical Worker, Labor Union Activist.

For the Kansas US Senate seat are: Republican Incumbent Pat
Roberts, Tea Party candidate Dr. Milton Wolfe - Physician, Tea Party Activist,
Chad Taylor - Shawnee County District Attorney, Aaron Estabrook
(Moderate) - Manhattan School Board Member, Afghanistan War Veteran,
VA Case Manager, and Scott Barnhart (Independent) - Farmer, Ex-Teacher.
Please take the time to become familiar with the issues and where these
candidates stand with NARFE related issues if you can get a straight answer
out of any of them.  I recommend you think about voting for candidates who
support our NARFE issues.

OPM Retirement Information
Remarriage, divorce, death or spouse, change of address or financial institution or amount of
insurance under FEGLI, 1-888-767-6738

A reminder that retirees can sign up for the Dues Withholding option to obtain a
15% discount ($6) on your annual NARFE dues. Dues withholding applications
are included in each monthly NARFE magazine, and applications are also on
the NARFE website at www.narfe.org.

Reminder: Don’t forget to bring your egg cartons & plastic grocery bags to meetings for
donation to the Community Service Center of Shawnee, Inc.

Service Officer – Elizabeth Bornman
Windfall Elimination Provision

As a retired federal employee the modified formula used under the
Windfall Elimination Provision applies to you if you become age 62 (or
disabled) after 1985 for Social Security (SS) entitlement and become
eligible for your government annuity after 1985. Both must occur after
1985. Your government annuity must be based in whole or in part on
work for which you did not pay SS taxes. Regular Civil Service
Retirement System (CSRS) coverage is employment for which you did
not have SS deductions and, if used in your annuity computation, may
reduce your SS. See the Web site www.ssa.gov/pubs/10045 for a full
explanation.

Exceptions to the reduction are explained below.
1.The WEP does not apply to federal survivor annuities.
2. The reduction will not apply if a person has 30 or more years of
substantial earnings under SS. Note: If you had 21-29 years of
substantial earnings, you receive a lesser reduction.
3. Anyone who became eligible for his or her government annuity before
1986, or became age 62 or disabled before 1986 and eligible for SS, is
exempt. Eligible means that you must have met the age and length of
service requirements for immediate retirement.
4. Federal employees required by law to be covered by SS on January 1,
1984, are exempt.
5. Anyone whose only pension from non-covered employment is based
on railroad employment also is exempt.
6. People whose only pension is from non-covered employment prior to
1957 are exempt.

For those with relatively low government annuities, the legislation
provides for a guarantee. The guarantee is that the reduction of the SS
benefit cannot be more than one-half of the amount of that part of the
government annuity attributed to earnings after 1956 not covered by SS.

Note: A chapter monthly meeting will be canceled if Shawnee Mission School District
cancels classes due to inclement weather.
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